
 

 

 

  

EXPERIENCE DIFFERENT VIEWS. 
DISCOVER COMMON GROUND. 

April, 2023 

2nd Quarter 

April, 2023 

PRESIDENT’S  

PONDERINGS AND PLANS 

www.friendshipforceofkansas.org  www.friendshipforce.org  

     Calendar of Events 

April, 2023 

22nd 10 a.m. Quarterly 
Mtg at Gloria Dei 

Journeys for 2023 

Outgoing International: 
Nashik Riverside Club, 
India October   

Japan Incoming- So Far 
September 6-13 

May, 2023 

18th FFK at Wind Surge 
game 

23rd Botanica Twilight 
Tunes  FFK encouraged to 
attend 

June, 2023 

2-10 a.m. FFK Board at 
8521 E. 21st St. North 

13-14  Western KS 
Overnight Bus Trip-See 
article in newsletter 

July, 2023 

4th Fireworks at the 
Pressnall’s  Riverview 
Condo 

22nd  Quarterly Meeting 

 

 Well, HELLO Spring . . . we’ve missed you so, and with the excitement of 
new growth of grasses, of blooming flowers and trees . . . and likewise, we 
have so much excitement and fun as members of our Friendship Force of 
Kansas! 
  
Just a short run down of our recent adventures and of our new budding 
opportunities in our future. 
  
We recently made a delightful journey to make new friends in Tallahassee, 
Florida from February 26 to March 3.  Our group of 9 members visited 
many amazing places, including Wakulla Lodge and Springs where 
“Creature from the Black Lagoon” was filmed in 1954, the Tallahassee Car 
Museum, Maclay Gardens, Florida State University “home of the 
Seminoles”, both the historic and the new Capitol, the southern charm of 
the historical town of Thomasville, Georgia and so much more.  We were 
treated to countless gatherings of wonderful food and of interesting 
conversation. It was a real joy to be in the “Sunshine State”. 
 
On March 18th, Joan Fox put together a wonderful “World Friendship Day” 
visit to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in northwest 
Wichita.  FFK had nineteen members attend the event and heard several 
speakers describe the organization and central theme of the LDS Church 
followed by an extensive tour of the facility.  The visit ended with a 
delicious buffet lunch served by the church’s Women’s Committee. 
  
Mr. Steve Smith and his assistant Kathy Lindquist will be preparing us for 
the arrival of a FF club from Hiroshima, Japan in September and Angela 
Pirner and I are steadily working on the details for our Journey to India 
(Mumbai and Delhi with many points between) in October of 2023. We 
currently have 8 members of FF of Kansas going and will be joined by a 
couple from Pennsylvania, but we are wanting to add another 10 
Ambassadors (for a total of 20) for this journey. We will be opening this up 
to FF clubs and members from our Southwest Region soon.  Please tell us 
if you know someone of interest in this very exciting opportunity to visit 
INDIA, “the land of mystery and diversity”! 
 

http://www.friendshipforceofkansas.org/
http://www.friendshipforce.org/
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Officers 

President: 
Curtis Zerr 
316-706-6252 
czerr@ici.insurance 
Vice President: 
Kathy Smith 
316-833-0532 
kathas1949@gmail.com 
Past President: 
Steven Dunn 
316-204-7501 
 dunwan@aol.com 
Secretary: 
Alice Kreissler 
316-706-1742 
akreissler80@gmail.com 
Treasurer: 
Sherri Lichtenberger 
316-729-7028 
sherrilich46@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 

Board Members 

Social: 

Kathy Lindquist 

Publicity: 

Diane Schuetz 

Program: 

Steve Dunn ACTING 

Membership Chair: 

Kathy Smith 

Activities 

Susan Harrington 

Merchandise: 

Ronda Holmes 

Courtesy: 

Helene Longhofer 

Website Coordinator: 

Alice Kreissler 

Newsletter/Directory 

Editor/Facebook 

Lottie Miller 

Bylaws 

Cynthia Miller 

 

Inbound Hiroshima, 

Japan   Spring 2023             

HC- Steve Smith                     

Assistant-Kathy 

Lindquist                     

Outbound India 

JC Curtis Zerr and Co JC 

Angela Pirner  

 

(to total 20) for this journey. We will be opening this up to FF clubs and 
members from our Southwest Region soon.  Please tell us if you know 
someone of interest in this very exciting opportunity to visit INDIA, “the land of 
mystery and diversity”! 
  
A friendly reminder, please sign-up ASAP for our June 13th to 14th overnight 
bus trip to Western Kansas.  Our hosts, Mike and Sheri Dierking will take us on 
a cool tour of the Kansas Badlands (Little Jerusalem, the Pyramids and Castle 
Rock), the Cathedral of the Plains and more.  Please know, we will have 6 
members of FF of San Antonio, Texas joining us, and those 6 Ambassadors 
will need to be home hosted the day before and the day after our bus trip 
too.  I excitedly urge you to get your money for your reservation into our 
Treasurer, Sherri Lichtenberger at your earliest to secure your ticket for an 
unexpectedly sweet little Kansas adventure! (See the article from Sheri 
Dierking regarding this trip.) 
  
Recently, we were informed of some domestic invitations for next year, as our 
club (FF of Kansas) has been invited to visit clubs in both Birmingham, 
Alabama and in San Antonio, Texas in 2024.  We also get the opportunity to 
host the FF club from Greater Des Moines, Iowa, as well.  This will be a great 
opportunity to learn about and be a Journey or Host Coordinator! 
  
Hopefully, Friendship Force International will be letting us know, in late April, 
where we will be assigned to for an international outbound journey and/or 
inbound international hosting opportunity in 2024. 

 
Thank you to Kathy Lindquist for taking on our social chair position and Cindy 
Miller for taking on our bylaws position! 
 
We humbly extend our condolences to Marie Riggs and her family, in the loss 
of her husband Richard.  They have both been amazing FFK Ambassadors 
and such a joy to get to know and spend time with, especially in the journey to 
Kazakhstan and Vietnam . Richard Riggs will be sorely missed. Hugs to 
Marie.   
  
In closing, my hope is that FFK club members spend some quality time 
outdoors, enjoy our beautiful spaces and find gratitude for our many blessings 
of good health, family and, of course, our FRIENDS! 
  
Yours in Friendship, 
  

Curtis Zerr, President of Friendship Force of Kansas 
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                                COURTESY REPORT  

Get well card and phone call to Penelope Bartlett following her 

hospitalization and surgery. 

Thinking of you card to Bruce and Christa Cloyd – vision and health declining. 

Thinking of you card to Lindsey Hall following her emergency hospitalization 

and having to cancel her journey to Tallahassee. 

Phone call to Marie Riggs – Husband Richard is in ICU at Wesley Medical 

Center and is not doing well.  Follow Up-Richard passed away and his funeral 

was held April 8, 2023. 

Text message to Rockelle and Buddy Dooley who tested positive following 

the journey to Tallahassee. Follow up text – feeling much better. 
 

  Visit to Lottie Miller following her knee surgery and food taken to her.  
   A  get well card was also given to her. 
 
 
Helene Longhofer 
Courtesy Chair 

 

      

QUARTERLY MEETING, APRIL 22, 2023 
 

We will be having a POT LUCK Luncheon at this meeting.  Hope everyone can participate! 
Here’s the breakdown of what we would like you to bring: 
 
Members with last names beginning with A through H are invited to bring a main dish/protein 
  
Members with last names beginning with I through R are invited to bring appetizers or deserts 
  
Members with last names beginning with Q through Z are invited to bring fruits, veggies or side 
dishes 

 
(After the business meeting, we will have a slide show of pictures showing the recent 

journey to Tallahassee, Florida.  Steve Dunn and Sue Harrington will be the presenters.) 

 

Kathy Lindquist, Social Chair 
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                               Western KS Overnight Trip 

                                    June 13-14, 2023 

Travel by luxury motorcoach, leaving Wichita around 1pm. 
Fun & games are sure to entertain on the ride. 
 

Our stops include St Fidelis Basilica aka Cathedral of the 
Plains (Victoria) and Walter Chrysler home & museum 
(Ellis) on our way to an overnight stay in Oakley. (still 
working on details of evening plans in Oakley)    
 

The next morning, we visit the chalk formations of Little 
Jerusalem Badlands State Park, Monument Rocks and 
Castle Rocks.  There will be a lunch stop on our journey 
back to Wichita.  Arrive back in town around 6 pm. 
 

Based on 30 people going and hotel double occupancy, 
price per person of $150 includes bus, hotel with breakfast 
and all entry fees.  (Payment due by May 1st.)  Friends 
and neighbors are welcome but don’t delay– 

Only a few spots left!   This is a great opportunity to 
introduce others to Friendship Force! 
 
Sheri and Mike Dierking 
316-631-5898 
316-631-5898 

 



                                                                                                                                   

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was born and raised in the Rio Grande Valley in Texas.  I have 
two daughters Wendy, and Lori. I have a total of eight 
grandchildren. 
 
I am a retired school teacher.  I taught English as a second 
language, Spanish, business classes, and entrepreneurship. 
While earning my bachelor’s degree from Friends University, I 
had the opportunity to travel abroad.  While earning my Master‘s 
degree from Wichita State again, I had great opportunity to travel 
abroad. 
 
I wanted to be in Friendship Force after being involved with Sister 
Cities in Wichita when I lived here. When my girls were in school, 
we hosted three different girls. One was from Mexico, one was 
from Ecuador, and one was from Japan. We enjoyed the 
experience and as a family, we learned to feel like they were all 
part of our family. 
 

 

 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON FFK MEMBERS 

LUCY CHRISTIAN 
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A lifelong resident of Kansas, I was raised in Benton, Ks with three siblings (all 

musicians) and graduated from Circle High School. These three siblings live in 

Newark, De, Greenville, Tx and Wichita. Our family history in Kansas goes back to 

the 1870’s when ancestors settled in the Wichita area after immigrating from 

various countries in Europe. Other descendants arrived on the Mayflower and 

Fortune as well as the early settlements in Virginia. 

I have music degrees from Butler County Community College and Wichita State 

University and have taught in Cimarron, Hutchinson, Wichita and at Wichita State 

and Friends Universities.  

I was involved in Drum & Bugle Corps activities for a number of years as well as 

leading the Kansas Lions International Band on several US and International trips. I 

have made over thirty trips as a staff member and conductor on the Kansas 

Ambassadors of Music European Tour.  

Besides teaching and conducting, performing has been a constant for decades. I 

have performed with ensembles such as the Scarlet Lancers and Continental 

Ambassadors Drum & Bugle Corps, Newt Graber Big Band, Prairie Winds, 

Hutchinson Symphony, Wichita Wind Ensemble, Music Theatre of Wichita, Wichita 

Grand Opera, Ballet Wichita, Intrepid Brass and have been a member of the Wichita 

Symphony for over thirty years.  

During a long teaching career, I was awarded the John Philip Sousa Legion of Honor, 

National Federation of High Schools Citation of Merit, Circle High School 

Outstanding Alumni, Kansas Bandmasters Outstanding Bandmaster, Kansas Music 

Educators Hall of Fame and the Wichita Symphony Daniel Sevart Community 

Service Award. 

It is probably obvious I do enjoy traveling. Traveling with students and sharing our 

music has been a real joy for me. I want to continue to see new things, 

communicate with different people and/or cultures and share the culture from our 

little corner of the world.  
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DANA HAMANT 



PICTURES FROM THE RECENT TALLAHASSEE JOURNEY 
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FK directory changes and additions 

As of January 13, 2023-repeating from January newsletter 

Add: 

Lynda Bui 

1133 N. Main St  67203 

316-461-4718 

lyndabui1973@yahoo.com 

CNA/CMA 

 

Jan Langley 

7206 E Huntington. 67206 

316-680-0820 

Langley37@hotmail.com 

 

Lucy Christian 

15401 SW Haverhill 

Leon, KS 67074 

(C) 316-806-3947 

Lucillecavazos1951@yahoo.com 

BD 4/30 

Retired teacher 

 

 

Vaughn Langley 

7206 E Huntington. 67206 

316-214-7459 

Langley37@hotmail.com 

 

Buddy Dooley 

9131 N Seneca 

Valley Center, KS 67147 

( c) 316-841-5989 

buddooley@gmail.com 

teacher/MS principal 

bd 6/20 

Emalee McCafferty 

3215 N 124th W. 67223 

316-880-1386 

emaleem@gmail.com 

 

Rockelle Dooley 

9131 N. Seneca 

Valley Center, KS 67147 

( c) 316-200-4542 

Rockelle.dooley@gmail.com 

Teacher 

Bd 9/17 

Michael McCafferty 

3215 N 124th Ct W. 67223 

316-393-8080 

mlmccafferty@gmail.com 
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Dana Hamant 

7305 E 30th Cir. N. 67226 

H 316-636-2332 

C 316-641-9470 

ddhamant@aol.com 

bd 3/25 

retired band teacher 

Bonnie Turvey 

3111 N Lakeridge Ct. 67205 

316-708-5717 

bonnieturvey@icloud.com 

 

 Mary J Wait 

521 N Brookfield St. 67206 

316-393-4085 

Maryjwait44@gmail.com 

 

 

Changes and Deletions – Jan. 2023  

Remove Kyle Jacobs – died Nov 2022  

Remove Janet/Tim Miller – not renewing  

Mary Mourning new address 

997 N Peterson Ave.  67212 

 

Annette Owens new email 

Annette.owens1008@gmail.com 

 

Remove Isaac Lawrence not renewing  

 

 

 

  
                                                TREASURER'S NOTE 
From your treasurer: 
If you cannot be at the meeting, please mail me a check for your dues at 12106 W. 
Texas, 67325. Thanks, Sherri. 
 

Your treasurer,  

Sherri Lichtenberger (sherrilich46@gmail.com) 
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FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF KANSAS, INC. 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

(Revised November, 2020) 

FF International – www.friendshipforce.org 

FF of Kansas – www.friendshipforceofkansas.org 

 

Name _________________________________________New___Renew___ Date: _______________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________State _____ Zip code __________________________ 

Home Phone Number ____________________________ 

Cell Phone Number(s) – Whose? ____________________ # _________________________ 

   Whose? ____________________ # _________________________ 

Birthdate-Whose? ________________ Mo ___ Day ___ Whose? _______________ Mo ___Day___ 

Occupation(s) Current or Prior _______________________________________________________ 

Email Address(es) Whose? ____________________ email _________________________________ 

                    Whose? ____________________ email _________________________________ 

Please deliver the newsletter: by email _____ by regular mail _____ 

Recommended by _________________________________________________________________ 

I/We will be interested in: Traveling _____ Hosting _____ 

Serving on a committee: Social _____ Activity _____ Publicity _____ Membership _____ 

Annual dues are $35 per person. 

Make checks payable to: Friendship Force of Kansas and mail to: 

Sherri Lichtenberger, 12106 W Texas, Wichita, KS 67235 

We look forward to meeting you! 
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