
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  Dear Friends, 

Happy New Year!  Bev Gochis's kind invitation for her open house on the 

first saw many of our members there, many of which had traveled a fair 

distance to attend. The chance to begin a New Year with old friends is 

special - thanks to Bev for continuing to share her home and friendship. 

Thanks, also, go out to last year’s social committee for a job well done. It 

has been great trying new things and seeing many of you attend. Leon and 

his group have been outstanding. He has told me that one year was his 

limit, but fortunately Joyce Dudeck has consented to carry the torch 

forward! Please contact her and offer your services and suggestions for 

this year. 

While discussing social, the Christmas party must be listed as a great 

success. Over thirty of us gathered at Rolling Hills for a great evening of 

food, fellowship and entertainment. The “dirty Santa” gift exchange was a 

lot of fun. It is amazing what people have lying around and for what 

others will fight! 

We are quickly approaching the 10:00 AM January 28th brunch and 

meeting at University Congregational Church. This will be one of the 

most important meetings of the year and I can’t stress too strongly the 

need for all of us to attend! Bring a friend or family member and let them 

see your group in action! We will be doing the last phases of planning for 

our support and participation in March’s Southwest Conference which we 

will be hosting at Old Town. George Brown will be here in March and the 

thrust will be on developing the next generation of Friendship Force. 

Please plan to attend! 

and to have your picture taken. We are developing a membership 

directory with pictures for the private use of our members. As faces 

change and we add members it has become obvious that we need to not 

only wear our name tags at functions in order to avoid suffering “Senior 

Moments”, but need a source to put names and faces together while we 
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LYNN’S LETTER 

Calendar of Events 

January  
28th-Quarterly Mtg. at 
United Congregational 
Church   BRUNCH 
The SW Regional 
Committee will meet 
after this quarterly 
meeting. 
 
February 
11th-Social Brunch at 
9:30 a.m. Great Harvest 
Bread Company, 535 N. 
Woodlawn. (moved 
from Central location) 
Menu includes omelets, 
breakfast sandwiches, 
French toast, and 
several breads. 
Remember to bring a 
book to share or loan! 
 
March, 2012 
8th-Board Meeting at 
Watermark 
 
23rd-25th-Southwest 
Regional Conference 
here in Wichita at the 
Hotel at Oldtown.   
PLEASE PLAN ON 
ATTENDING THIS 
CONFERENCE.  SEE THE 
ARTICLE IN THIS 
NEWSLETTER FOR 
MORE INFORMATION. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Lynn’s Letter continued…. 

Another good reason to attend is to help with planning the year’s activities and to 

have your picture taken. We are developing a membership directory with pictures 

for the private use of our members. As faces change and we add members it has 

become obvious that we need to not only wear our name tags at functions in order 

to avoid suffering “Senior Moments”, but need a source to put names and faces 

together while we are apart. Plan on having Lottie Miller “put you up against the 

wall” on January 28th! We hope to have the directories completed and ready for 

distribution by the end of March. Many thanks to Jan Blick, membership chairman, 

for all her work in helping put this very worthwhile project together! 

I’m going to let you find the other reports from our various committee chairmen in 

this publication for information concerning many other activities. I would like to 

close by asking you all to try hosting a gathering of FFK friends. Susan and I were 

able to enjoy doing so with sponsors and recent members in early December. If 

you have the chance to open your home to a gathering, try encouraging your FFK 

members to bring a guest and spend a little time talking about what wonderful 

experiences you have been afforded by being a part of this great world-wide 

organization! We will be having a general membership brunch on February 11th, 

and look forward to seeing many of you there.  

Let me once again say how much I value your membership and friendship! Happy 

New Year! Lynn 
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As Lynn said in his message, we are taking 

pictures for an FFK Directory.  We took pictures 

of the members at the Christmas party.  Be 

prepared for Lottie to take your picture, if you 

were not able to attend the Christmas party, at 

our meeting Jan. 28! 
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Officers 

President: 
Lynn Harrington 
316-775-3072 
santafeharry@dishmail.net 
 
Vice President: 
Dick Monical 
316-945-8389 
dick.monical@sbcglobal.net 
 
Past President: 
Lottie Miller 
316-773-2687 
lottiemay@yahoo.com 
 
Secretary: 
Judi Krob 
316-832-0410 
jkrob@sbcglobal.net 
 
Treasurer: 
Dean Pressnall 
316-942-7797 
press2211@cox.net 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

Board Members 

Social: 

Joyce Dudeck 

Publicity: 

Sherri Lichtenberger 

Program: 

Marie Riggs 

Merchandise: 

Ronda Holmes 

Courtesy: 

Georgia Deatrick 

Website Coordinator: 

Rita Pressnall 

Newsletter Editor: 

Lottie Miller 

ED for Peru: 

Sherri Lichtenberger ED 

ED for Christchurch  

Leon Krob ED 

ED for Phoenix 

Marie Riggs 

 

 

 

 

COURTESY REPORT 

October brought sad news to Kansas Friendship Force when 

our club was notified of Ed Orloske’s death following the 

onset of congestive heart failure several months before.  Ed 

served our club in many capacities, often behind the 

scenes. In  the early days, he coordinated with Nadine 

Williams’ students preparing the newsletter mailings, in 

making sure our newsletters were  metered and sent  on 

time every time and met the postal requirements.  He and 

Dorothy hosted events at various Rose Hill sites he had 

access to through his community organizations.  Ed was 

quick with a smile and a wonderful ambassador and home 

host and through his volunteer efforts a great asset to the 

Wichita community.   He was a WWII veteran who worked 

for the United States Postal Service after serving our 

country.  A sympathy card was sent in the name of our club 

to Ed’s wife, Dorothy, and Ed’s family on October 5.   

November 5th, a sympathy card was sent to Wilma and Dick 

Monical in response to the death of Wilma’s brother, Darrel 

G. Thorp, WWII and Korean Conflict veteran who became 

Director of Plant Facilities for Wichita Public Schools and 

later a School Board member. 

Art Wood underwent a surgical procedure in his eye in early 

November and received a Get Well card from FFK.  We 

hope he has healed and has regained full vision 

I did not send a card to myself, but am happy to report I 

now have full use of my left thumb after having a successful 

trigger thumb release surgery in December.    

Remember if you know of anyone in the club who is ill, 

having surgery, celebrating an achievement or had a death 

in his or her family, please notify me by phone at 684-2109 

or email me at g.deatrick@sbcglobal.com. 

Georgia Deatrick 
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                                EXCHANGE OPPORTUNITY 

June 8-22, 2012 – Enjoy Canadian hospitality + a tour of the 
Western Rockies 
  
Beginning on June 8, we will be home hosted for 1 week in 
Calgary, where we will go to a jumping horse competition and 
visit Drumheller, an historical sight, to view ancient dinosaur 
skeletons.  From Calgary we will have a 4 day bus tour along the 
Icefields Parkway, visiting Banff, Lake Louise, Jasper and the 
surrounding areas.  We will enjoy, among other things, a tram 
ride to the top of Whistler Mountain, a cruise on Maligne Lake, a 
ride on the Ice Explorer at the Columbia Icefield, and a visit to 
Takakkaw Falls. Following our tour, we will be home hosted in 
Edmonton for three nights before returning home on the 22nd.  
Approx. cost of the exchange, minus airfare, will be $ 2,000. per 
person,  double occupancy.  Note: this price will be reduced if we 
have more than 15 participants. 
  
For more information, please contact Rita Pressnall   942-7797 or 
press2211@cox.net 
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The Friendship Force, Inc.  

Kansas Chap ter  

11313 SW Shore Drive  

Augusta, KS 67010  

Website:  

www.friendshipforceofkansas.org  

 

mailto:press2211@cox.net
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SW Regional Conference 

March 23-25, 2012 

Wichita, KS 

Hotel at Oldtown 

Conference planning is coming along very well.  Our committee (Fay Terrell, Rita and Dean 
Pressnall, Nan Duncan, Ronda Holmes, Gloria Bonwell,  Lynn and Susan Harrington, and Jan 
Blick) has met every month since early summer to get activities planned.   

Claude Puntel, owner of the Cross Cultural Assimilation Institute¸ is our main speaker.  She 
will also do workshops throughout the day.  Claude lives right here in Wichita and does 
training sessions on teaching people how to work with and relate to people with different 
backgrounds and cultures.  She works with organizations which do business with other 
countries.  We are extremely fortunate to have her at our conference. 

Currently, we have filled the workshop sessions.  The sessions will cover social media, 
communication, recruiting new members, and how to be a successful ED.  George Brown, 
FFI president, will be at our conference and will be one of our main speakers and present a 
workshop.  As of this date, nothing has been confirmed with George about what he will do.   

On that Friday night, the 23rd, there will be a Hospitality Room at the hotel where everyone 
will be able to meet and visit.  The presidents of the clubs will have a meeting, as well. 

Saturday will begin with a plenary session where Claude, George, and Joyce Rulon (SW 
regional director) will speak.  Claude will have the bulk of the time.  Lynn will welcome and 
introduce everyone. And, to cap it all off, Mayor Carl Brewer, will add to that welcome! 

A very nice luncheon buffet will be provided at lunch and a banquet will be held that 
Saturday evening.  Lynn Harrington has been able to arrange for a great instrumental 
quartet, from Friends University, to provide dinner music and dancing music later. 

A well-known artist, Wilma Mohner Langham, will donate an artwork for a silent auction.  
We are asking our membership to come up with quilts, paintings, sculptures, etc., to 
provide other silent auction items.   

We will conclude the regional conference with a 3 day homestay.  If you would like to 
home host, please let Gloria Bonwell or Ronda Holmes know.  The homestay will be March 
25-27.   

        The registration form is on the next two pages.            Lottie Miller, Regional Chair 

 



 

 

   ñFRIENDSHIP ON THE  PLAINS ò 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE  

2012  SOUTHWEST  

REGIONAL CONFERENCE  

   W ICHITA , K ANSAS  

   March 23 -25, 2012  

Registration Form For Friendship Force Of Kansas Members  

First Name(s): ______________/_________________ Last Name(s): __________/___________ 

Mailing Address: ___________________________ City: ______________ State: ___   Zip: _________ 

Home Phone: ________________Cell Phone: __________________ Fax #:  ___________________ 

Email Addresses: _____________________________________________________________________ 

CONFERENCE FEES 

Conference Registration Fees Include: (Friday Drinks and Snacks, Saturday – Breakfast at Hotel, Lunch, 

Dinner and Entertainment, Sunday – Breakfast at Hotel. (Breakfast is only provided if you are staying 

at the hotel.) 

REGISTRATION FEE $55 Postmarked before Jan. 31, 2012.  # of persons____  Amount Due 

$______ 

REGISTRATION FEE $65  Postmarked Between Feb. 1 - Feb. 15, 2012 # of Persons ____ Amount Due $ 

______ 

REGISTRATION FEE $75 Postmarked After Feb. 15, 2012 # of Persons ____ Amount Due $ 

______ 

    Total Amount Enclosed $________ 

Go to the next page for reservations at the Hotel at Oldtown, if you 

wish to stay at the hotel for the conference.  The next page also 

asks for your meal preferences. 
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HOTEL RESERVATIONS  

Call the Hotel at Old Town direct at 1-877-265-3869 to make your reservations.  

Studios W/One Studios W/One Studios W/Two  

Queen Bed  $112 + Tax King Bed   $122 + Tax Queen Beds  $122 + Tax 

Includes a hot breakfast buffet, free parking garage, Wireless Internet extra charge. 

        Be sure to specify you are with Friendship Force Regional Conference.  

FEE CANCELLATION POLICY  

Cancellation request postmarked by Jan. 1, 2012 - 100% of Registration Fee refunded 

Cancellation request postmarked between Jan. 2 – Feb. 15, 2012 – 50% of Registration Fee refunded 

Cancellation request postmarked after Feb. 15, 2012 – NO Registration Fee refunded 

SATURDAY N IGHT D INNER CHOICES  

(__) Chicken                 (__) Pork 

 

CHECK YOUR PREFERENC ES 

(__) I / We do plan on staying at the Hotel at Old Town.  

I will be rooming with:____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN CLUB NAME TAG TO WEAR AT THE CONFERENCE. 

 

 

Mail registration form and check or money order (payable to: Friendship Force of Kansas) to: 

Dean Pressnall 

2211 Bella Vista, Wichita, Kansas, 67203 

Once we process your registration, we will send you a confirmation by email.   
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FFK Membership App lication  

Name(s)_____________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________ 
 
City__________________State___________Zip_____ 
 
Email Address________________________________ 
    (The Newsletter will be online for those with emails) 
 
Phone No.(____)___________-_______________ 
      Single ($30)_______   Family ($45)_______ 
 
       Cut out this form and mail a check made out to 
                   ñFriendship Force of Kansasò to: 

 
Dean Pressnall 
2211 Bella Vista 

Wichita, KS 67503 

UPCOMING 
EXCHANGES 

 
INCOMING 

Summer of 2012: 
Kempsey, Australia  
 
 
OUTBOUND 

 June 8-22, 2012: 
Calgary and 
Edmonton, Canada 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Note:  Dues for 2012 are now due.  

Simply complete the application below 

and send to Dean Pressnall. 

 

Conference registration 

fees go up at the end of 

January, 2012, so get 

your registration in,                               

NOW! 

 

TO ALL YOU KNITTERS, QUILTERS, 

ARTISTS, SCULPTURES, ETC. 

Our Regional Conference in March will include a 

silent auction. A Friendship Force member, Wilma 

Langhamer, a known artist from Texas is donating 

one of her art pieces.   

We would be proud to have one of your creations to 

add to the auction. To donate an item, please call 

Rita Pressnall (942-7797), Fay Terrell (682-5696), 

or Nan Duncan (722-2556).   

 
                      


